STATEMENT BY REUBEN T MEADE – TEAM LEADER

30th August 2009

Over the past couple of weeks the political campaign has been taken to an all time low.  Much money has been spent by the opponents of MCAP to destroy not only its political leader but others who chose to support the only organized political party in the 2009 elections.  Destructive lies and rumours have been circulated by our opponents and their fearful supporters in an all out effort to destroy myself, my family, my friends and others within the MCAP organization.  I say to them, this will not daunt us, we are not afraid and we will not be distracted from our message of hope for Montserrat.
The world and indeed the Caribbean and our main aid donour the British Government are going through a major economic crisis.  Montserrat therefore faces the challenge of preparing a strategic economic and social roadmap to bring us successfully out of this crisis.  We started the process while working with the Dr. Lewis led coalition and we are prepared to complete it for early submission to our main aid donour, the British Government.

Housing remains a  major issue for us here in Montserrat.  We have identified a source of funds which will be put to use for lending at low interest to the public.  $3m will be lent at 3% making it possible for persons in the low income group to be able to borrow and repay a housing loan at a low ate of $400 to $800 per month.   Others in a slightly higher income group will then be loaned funds at 5% allowing for repayment of $800 to $1,600 per month.  The effect is simple – it helps to solve the housing shortage and it creates jobs in construction, trucking, the materials suppliers and more work at the port.  We will create jobs.  This is a project which had been targeted to start in August of this year but I was fired before we could have had an executive council decision on the project.
The major tourist season is soon on us.  We must work very quickly to solve the transportation problems for the season.  Working with WINAIR and Fly Montserrat we should be able to have the necessary airlift to bring our visitors and family members home for Christmas.  We will continue to work towards having our own airline built and funded by local shareholders those  here at home and overseas.  We can do it and we will.

A major contract has recently been signed by the Hon. Charles Kirnon for the commencement of the construction drawings for the little bay new jetty and breakwater.  We will work towards getting work started on the construction by early 2011.  This new facility will allow for safer berthing of cruise ships, the ferry and of course allow for larger cargo ships to dock safely at the port.  This will be followed by a marina facility for which we will work with the MDC in getting foreign direct investment with local investment to allow for a proper marina and cruise ship dock.  Both investments will allow for faster growth of the economy through tourism and trade.

Our approach to the marketing of Montserrat must change.  We will use the internet in a much more direct way in reducing the cost of marketing and improve on the display of the local scenes.  This would include Bird watchers, divers, maximizing the potential of the Active Soufriere Hills by promoting volcano lectures and tours along with the standard tourism product.  This will mean more work for the taxi drivers, car rental agencies, villas, the two hotels and the smaller establishments.  Clearly we must then be able to produce souvenirs for this market.
Small business development is a priority and we will work with the MDC to provide the resources to get this sector going.  The focus is to create work.

We have had long discussions over the last 6 months with a medical school that has gone through all of the necessary scrutiny.  They will be on island in September once we are in Government to get the licensing issues settled and sign contract for properties which they will require for the school.  The MDC already has been doing the follow-up with them in the meantime.

MCAP is about the development of Montserrat.  We will not get involved in  gutter politics as some of our opponents are trying to force us to.  I say to you the public – when they give you their trash papers and try to discuss these scare tactics let them know simply – we are not afraid.  You only want to know about how the island’s business will be managed to benefit all of us.

MCAP is organized and ready to start doing the business of government from September the 9th.  You the voter MUST vote for a government.  Your job is not to vote for opposition or for confusion.  Vote for a stable and capable government that you can trust.  Vote all nine for MCAP on September the 8th.  Vote for progress,  vote for a team capable of doing the job and despise those who continue to be negative and try to pull our island and its politics into the gutter.

