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Chairman’s  Statement

I  am deeply honoured and humbled to  be a  par t  of  the  Movement  for  Change and Prosper i ty,
MCAP. For  me the t i t le  encapsulates  what  the par ty  is  a l l  about .  I t  i s  about  the real isat ion of
the vis ion,  had work,  determinat ion,  ta lent  and hope of  a  people .  I t  is  about  the phi losophy
that  we share  to  res tore  the  dream of  a  peaceful  s table  and product ive  is land cal led
Montserra t .

In MCAP we see an act ivis t  Government  with progressive pol icies  that  create  opportuni t ies
for  al l .  In MCAP we see a government that  promotes mainstream values l ike discipl ine,  hard
work, family, responsibili ty and community.

Our chal lenge is  to  restore the fai th  of  Montserrat ian residents  in  the basic  competence and
purpose of  government .  Our pol ic ies  and programs ref lect  a  c lean break with the recent
rhetoric but  not  with tradit ional  values.

We believe in the moral  and cultural  values that  most  Montserrat ians share;  l iberty of
conscience,  individual  responsibil i ty,  tolerance of  difference,  the imperative of  work,  the
need for fai th and the importance of family.

Finally,  we believe that  ci t izenship entails  r ights as well  as responsibil i t ies and we intend to
ask our ci t izens to give something back to their  communities
This  manifesto represents  our commitment as  a  party to building a Montserrat  that  is
character ised by these values .

Randolph Ri ley
Party Chairman
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An Open Let ter  to  the  Peoples  o f  Montserrat

The Movement  for  Change and Prosper i ty  is  seeking a  Mandate  f rom the people  of  Montserrat
to implement  an Agenda for  Change and Prosperi ty.

Our commitment to you is that we will:
o restore the digni ty and self-confidence of  our  people,
o give focus and direct ion to the society,
o restore  our  shat tered environment ,
o provide sound economic management,
o encourage investments  that  create  jobs,
o provide housing,
o address  the special  issues confront ing our  youth and,
o build a new prosperi ty in which al l  would share.

The pol ic ies ,  programs and technologies  that  have been at tempted over  the past  ten years  have
fai led to  respond to  the economic and social  chal lenges that  confront  Montserrat  today.

Our Agenda responds to the fact  that  fol lowing Montserrat’s  experiences with natural
disasters ,  our  people and our is land demand a new beginning,  a  new thinking,  a  new direct ion,
and a  new leadership.

Our Agenda brings a new spiri t  of  inclusion to the governance of our affairs;  in which al l  have a
s take  and  a  say.

Our Agenda reconnects  the  Government  to  the people  and res tores  that  spir i t  of  t rust ,  which
binds a  Government  to  the people .

In the process ,  we wil l  re lease the energy and creat ivi ty  of  our  youth;  bet ter  provide for  the
aged and those with special  disabil i t ies  and,  those lef t  out  of  the mainstream.
We wil l  make Montserrat  once again respected in  the Region and beyond with new approaches
to  a t t ract ing investment  that  creates  jobs ,  earns  income and res tores  the  hope of  the  people  of
Montserra t .
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Our  Agenda  fo r  Change  p l edges  t o  b r ing  f r e sh  new  l eader sh ip  t o  a  coun t ry  tha t  mus t
now  r i s e  f rom the  a shes  o f  succes s i ve  na tura l  d i sa s t e r s  and  f r ee  i t s e l f  f rom the
p e s t i l e n c e  o f  i n e f f e c t i v e  l e a d e r s h i p .

I t  is  an agenda that  wil l  ensure that  no one is  excluded from the opportunity build the economy
and to benefi t  f rom renewed growth.

I  ask you to give to  the Movement  for  Change and Prosperi ty  your  mandate to  implement  our
Agenda for  Change.

Team MCAP is  ful ly  prepared for  the task of  leading Montserrat  into in  the 21st  Century.

Team MCAP number  among the members  of  our  Team, candidates  who have represented the
peoples of  Montserrat  with much effect iveness and success throughout their  working l ives.
In  carrying out  this  mandate ,  we pledge to  res tore  the hope,  pr ide and digni ty  of  our  people .
We pledge to restore the beauty and tranquil l i ty  of  the is land even as  we take ful l  advantage of
new growth opportunit ies .

We pledge to  move Montserrat  back to i ts  posi t ion as  an act ively contr ibut ing member of  the
OECS and CARICOM famil ies  and to  deepen uni ty  among our  many peoples .

To this  end,  we ask your  support  for  a l l  n ine MCAP Candidates .   We welcome your  ful l
involvement  in this  campaign,  as  we make good on the MCAP message:  Montserrat  Deserves
the Best .

Together  we wil l  make Change and fashion a Prosperi ty in which every one is  guaranteed to
share .

Our parents  expect  i t ,  our  chi ldren demand i t  and MCAP accepts  the responsibi l i ty  for  leading
the way.

Reuben  T .  Meade                                                                                          
P a r t y  L e a d e r
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Meet  the  Candidates
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 MCAP Pledge

1 . We pledge a new approach to leadership, with a team of strong, competent and compassionate
leaders who reject ‘one-manism’ and embrace the concept of team spirit and shared responsibilities

2 . As  we  bu i ld  a  cohes ive  communi ty  based  on  respec t ,  d ign i ty  and  d ivers i ty,  we  p ledge  to
embrace al l  groups especial ly those forced to funct ion on the fr inges of  society.

3 . We are  deeply commit ted to  s t imulat ing pr ivate  investment  that  provides  employment  for
al l  who want  to  work.

4 . We are  commit ted to  the protect ion of  the r ights  of  a l l  workers .

5 . We  p l e d g e  z e r o  t o l e r a n c e  f o r  c r i m e  a n d  w i l l  p r o v i d e  r e l e v a n t  t r a i n i n g ,  e q u i p m e n t  a n d
faci l i t ies  for  the Royal  Montserrat  Pol ice Force.

6 . We are committed to radical ly reforming and modernising the education system to produce
independent,  creative and disciplined young people who become the foundation of a modern
knowledge-based economy.

7 . We are  commit ted  to  fac i l i t a t ing  adul t  educa t ion ,  re t ra in ing  for  workers ,  en te rpr i se  and
entrepreneur development .

8 . We  w i l l  p a r t n e r  w i t h  t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  t o  p r o v i d e  s u i t a b l e  p h y s i c a l
infrastructure  and services  in  such areas  as  roads,  e lectr ic i ty,  waste  management ,  soi l  and
water  conservat ion.

9 . We  a r e  c o m m i t t e d  t o  p o p u l a t i o n  r e t e n t i o n  a n d  i n c r e a s e  b y  c r e a t i n g  t h e  e c o n o m i c  a n d
social environment to stimulate resettlement and profitable investment by returning Montserratians
and other  se t t lers .

1 0 . In  keeping wi th  the  recommendat ions  of  the  2004 “Nat ional  Youth  Pol icy” ,  we wi l l
pa r tne r  w i th  t he  p r iva t e  s ec to r,  c iv i l  soc i e ty  and  in t e rna t i ona l  o rgan i za t i ons  t o  enab le
young  men  and  women  to  make  major  con t r ibu t ions  to  the  res to ra t ion  and  rebu i ld ing  o f
Montse r ra t .   We  commi t  to  the  p rov i s ion  o f  sk i l l s  t r a in ing ,  bus iness  adv i so ry  se rv ices ,
production and administrative facilities as well as financing, where appropriate, to empower
the  youth  for  c rea t ive  par t ic ipa t ion  in  the  new enterpr i ses  requi red  for  res tora t ion  of  the
physical ,  social  and ecological  systems of the is land.

11 .We wil l  res tore  the publ ic  t rust  in  government  through the passage of  integr i ty  legis la t ion
and the institution of procedures and mechanisms for ensuring transparency and accountability
in policymaking, planning and programme management.    We will  protect  no interest  except
the public  good.
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Governance

The  vo l can i c  e rup t i ons  o f  1995  have  r ad i ca l l y  t r ans fo rmed  the  cou r se  o f  deve lopmen t  fo r
Montse r ra t .  Th i s  s ing le  f ac t  unde r sco res  the  need  to  be  ca re fu l  and  tho rough  when  mak ing
decisions about  the management and use of  the is land’s  human and natural  resources.
We are firmly convinced of the need for an approach to management of the island’s development
that “allows all  ideas to contend” and engages all  segments of the population in turning disaster
into opportunity.
To  th i s  end ,  an  MCAP Governmen t  w i l l  imp lemen t  an  in t eg ra t ed  app roach  to  deve lopmen t
planning tha t  provides  the  mechanisms and processes  for  involvement  of  a l l  segments  of  the
populat ion in governance at  the community and sector levels .
An MCAP Government will foster this direct approach to governance by facilitating community-
leve l  consu l ta t ions  as  the  pre fe r red  means  of  involv ing  the  c i t i zens  in  dec is ion-making  and
governance on all  matters affecting their  l ives.

Populat ion  and Immigrat ion

An MCAP government  i s  commi t ted  to  deve lop ing  and  implement ing  a  popu la t ion  s t r a tegy
tha t  w i l l  encou rage  popu l a t i on  r e t en t i on  and  expans ion .   Th i s  pos i t i on  i s  i n fo rmed  by  t he
p r inc ip l e  o f  t he  r e spec t  f o r  a l l  peop l e s  and  r ecogn i t i on  o f  t he  capac i t y  and  t he  r i gh t  o f  a l l
peoples ,  cul tures  and races  to  contr ibute  to  the  development .

Retent ion of  populat ion
An MCAP government  wi l l  ease  the  burdens  be ing  borne  by  the  exis t ing  res ident  popula t ion
by improving job opportunities, encouraging the reduction in the mortgage lending rate, providing
affordable housing, facilitate affordable Mortgage Financing, implementing polices and programs
to reduce the cost  of  l iving,  provide training opportunit ies  and revise remunerat ion packages.
We wi l l  co l labora te  wi th  f inancia l  ins t i tu t ions  to  ar range  repr ieves  on  mor tgages  in  dayt ime
entry and exclusion zones.
We wi l l  seek  to  wr i te  off  corpora te  tax  ar rears  before  2000 on  a  case  by  case  bas is .

Increasing populat ion
An MCAP Government  wi l l  promote  the  Double  Taxat ion  incent ive  program wi th  the  Uni ted
Kingdom, to  encourage Bri t ish  c i t izens  to  bui ld  homes on Montserrat .  We wil l  act ively target
Montserrat ians abroad and provide them with the opportunity to purchase homes in Montserrat
in advance of  their  return.
We wi l l  r ev iew the  rese t t l ement  packages  and  incen t ives  d i rec ted  to  Montser ra t ians  abroad
and direct ly recrui t  Montserrat ians to f i l l  vacant  posts .
We wil l  encourage residents  to reset t le  their  famil ies  on Montserrat .
We wil l  grant  an annual ly renewable Home Owners Residence Card to al l  expatr iate  residents
who own homes on Montserrat .  The card wil l  ent i t le  the owner ’s  spouse and chi ldren entry
for  the durat ion of  the val idi ty of  the card.
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Immigration and Work Permits
An MCAP government will  simplify work permits and immigration procedures.
We  w i l l  i s s u e  1 - y e a r  w o r k  p e r m i t s  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w o r k e r s  t h a t  d o  n o t  t i e  t h e m  t o  o n e
construction si te .
We will  grant temporary resident status to all  Caricom nationals who have resided in Montserrat
for  3  years .
We  w i l l  a l l o w  t h e  d e p o s i t  o f  t h e  r e t u r n  a i r f a r e  t o  a n y  f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  a l l  C a r i c o m
nationals  residing on Montserrat  for  less  than 3 years .

Culture

As a  di rect  resul t  of  the  ‘ forced’  migrat ion of  over  50% of  the  populat ion of  Montserra t ,  v i ta l
technica l ,  manager ia l ,  p lanning,  leadership  and cul tura l  sk i l l s  were  los t .   Cul tura l  a r tefac ts ,
faci l i t ies ,  as  well  as  the Capital  City of  Plymouth were lost  and are no longer  part  of  the l iving
culture and heri tage of  the is land today.
We  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  r e c o v e r y  a n d  r e b u i l d i n g  o f  M o n t s e r r a t  w i l l  n o t  p r o c e e d  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y
unless  such vi ta l  components  of  our  her i tage and ident i ty  are  returned,  res tored or  replaced.
An  MCAP Government  wi l l  f ac i l i t a t e  the  r epa t r i a t ion  o f  na t iona l  a r t e fac t s ,  encourage  and
support  the restorat ion and revival  of  other  components  of  our  cul ture .
We are committed to investment  in  the documentat ion of  the impact  of  recent  natural  disasters
on the social ,  psychological ,  cul tural ,  spir i tual  and economic aspects  of  l i fe  in Montserrat .
We are committed to the documentat ion and dissemination of  the f indings of  this  invest igat ion
to  be  used  by  t eache r s ,  t r a ine r s ,  p l anne r s  and  po l i cymakers  in  cha r t ing  the  r e s to ra t ion  and
rebuilding path for  Montserrat  and other  small  is land states .
We are  commit ted  to  the  deve lopment  of  t ra in ing  modules  in  the  recovery  and  res tora t ion  of
lost  cultural  infrastructure,  services and skil ls  in such areas as masquerade dancing,  drumming
and storytelling.
We are also committed to convert ing these t raining modules into the basis  for  new educat ional
en te rp r i se s  t ha t  wou ld  a t t r ac t  s tuden t s ,  r e sea rche r s  and  t eache r s  a s  pa r t  o f  an  edu- tou r i sm
initiative.

Socia l  Transformat ion
An MCAP Government wil l  work to build s trong famil ies  and communit ies ,  eradicate poverty,
and provide an effect ive social  safety net  for  the most  vulnerable in our society.

INCOME SUPPORT GRANTS:

An MCAP government  wi l l  r es t ruc ture  and  con t inua l ly  improve  the  range  of  benef i t s  to  the
elder ly,  the  physical ly  and menta l ly  chal lenged.  We wi l l  per iodical ly  review income suppor t
benefi ts  to ensure coverage of  the cost  of  a  basic food basket .  We wil l  assis t  welfare recipients
to  re-enter  the  workforce  through counsel ing ,  sk i l l s  t ra in ing and job  p lacement  services .  We
wi l l  in t roduce  a  Rapid  Response  Cr i s i s  In te rvent ion  Uni t  to  swi f t ly  respond  to  ca tas t rophic
il lness,  child abuse and domestic violence.
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CHILD CARE

We  w i l l  g i v e  s u p p o r t  a n d  o v e r s i g h t  t o  p r i v a t e  f a c i l i t i e s  p r o v i d i n g  c h i l d  c a r e  s e r v i c e s  a n d
e n c o u r a g e  p o l i c e ,  d o c t o r s ,  t e a c h e r s  a n d  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s  t o  r e p o r t  s u s p e c t e d  c a s e s  o f  c h i l d
abuse.  We wil l  encourage and faci l i ta te  posi t ive parent- teacher-chi ld  relat ionships  within the
school  sys tem through  the  expans ion  of  paren t - teacher  assoc ia t ions  and  the  deve lopment  of
parenting and counseling programs.

SENIOR CITIZENS

We wi l l  t r ack  and  main ta in  con tac t  wi th  the  e lde r ly  and  ins t i tu te  measures  to  improve  the i r
l iv ing  condi t ions  and  prevent  abandonment .  We wi l l  p romote  e lder ly  fos te r  care  and  expand
home Care Service for  the elder ly.

We  wi l l  i n i t i a t e  d i scus s ions  w i th  t he  Br i t i sh  Gove rnmen t  t o  s eek  to  f ac i l i t a t e  t he  r e tu rn  o f
those elder ly wishing to  do so with the t ransfer  of  the benefi ts  they now enjoy.  We wil l  fur ther
seek  to  acqu i re  ad jus tmen t s  in  pens ions  fo r  pens ione r s  r e s id ing  in  Mont se r ra t  who  rece ive
pensions f rom the UK whenever  there  are  increases  in  the UK.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

We will  seek to build holistic communities by facili tating the establishment of local government
counci ls ,  the  const ruct ion of  communi ty  centers ,  recreat ional  fac i l i t ies ,  sub post  of f ices  and
small business advisory units in new and growing communities.

We wil l  f ind suitable locations for  two new cemeteries.

Educat ion  and Training
An MCAP government  wi l l  deve lop  the  educa t ion  sys tem to  p repare  our  ch i ld ren  to  become
effect ive and responsible  contr ibutors  to  the development  of  Montserrat .

Teaching and Learning

We wil l  res tore  conf idence  in  the  Educat ion  sys tem and s t rengthen the  teaching and learning
proces s  by  p rov id ing  s tuden t s  and  t eache r s  w i th  t he  f ac i l i t i e s ,  t oo l s ,  equ ipmen t  and  sk i l l s
needed to do the job.  We wil l  ut i l ize ICT to del iver  this  new teaching arrangement

We wil l  ensure  that  music ,  ar t  and spor ts  are  in tegrated in to  the  curr iculum from preschool  to
the Secondary School .  We wil l  adequately t rain teachers ,  and provide faci l i t ies  and equipment
to del iver  these programs.

Recrui tment  pol ic ies

We wi l l  improve  and  c rea te  the  a tmosphere  of  learn ing  by  deve loping  and  ins t i tu t ing  proper
recruitment policies and packages to encourage highly trained and experienced Montserrat ians
to part icipate in the development and delivery of  appropriate education and training programs.

We wi l l  fos ter  par tnerships  wi th  learn ing  and bus iness  ins t i tu t ions  in  Montser ra t ,  the  region
and  in te rna t iona l ly  to  provide  s tudents  wi th  the  oppor tun i t i es  fo r  h igher  l ea rn ing  and  sk i l l s
training.
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September  9  2009
Vote  For  your  Fu tu re !

Vo te  fo r  Change !
Vote  MCAP

Securi ty

We wi l l  p ro tec t  the  paren ts ,  s tudents ,  t eachers  and  asse t s  o f  the  schools  by  the  cons t ruc t ion
of  secur i ty  fences ,  the  p lacement  o f  po l ice  and  secur i ty  guards  on  the  school  compound and
introduce conflict  resolution capacity to counter i l l  discipline and violence.

Alternative  Training Programs

We wil l  inst i tute vocational  and ski l ls  t raining programs in the Community College to channel
the  energ ies  of  s tudents  who wish  to  pursue  such  s tud ies .  We wi l l  seek  to  in t roduce  t ra in ing
and apprenticeship programs that  al low students to qualify while working.

Management  o f  the  Educat ion  System

We wil l  establ ish an Educat ion Task Force involving persons from Private  and Public  Sectors ,
Civi l  Society,  Ret i red Educators  and Teachers .  Government  wil l  be  advised by this  uni t  in  the
development and implementation of the school management systems, the teacher training systems,
the curriculum and student enrichment programs.

Youth
MCAP recognizes  tha t  Government  has  fa i led  to  provide  the  leadership ,  guidance ,  fac i l i t ies
and finance needed for the full  involvement of the youth in the process of building Montserrat .

Now more than ever  before ,  the  chal lenge of  turning disas ter  in to  opportuni ty  for  change and
prosper i ty  in  Montser ra t  requi res  tha t  we harness  the  opt imism,  the  dynamism,  imaginat ion ,
creat ivi ty and energy of  our young people.

M C A P b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  2 0 0 4  N a t i o n a l  Yo u t h  P o l i c y  f o r  M o n t s e r r a t  p r e p a r e d  b y  a  t e a m  o f
Montserra t ians  under  the  able  guidance  of  Si r  Howard Fergus ,  i s  a  su i table  s tar t ing  point  for
enabling the youth to respond to this  challenge.

As Government, MCAP will undertake an urgent review and update of that Report and commence
implementation of i ts  many sound recommendations.

An MCAP Government  wil l  commence this  process with an is land-wide Consultat ion of  Youth
fo r  Change  and  Prosper i ty  tha t  wi l l  r ev iew the  d ra f t  You th  Po l i cy,  r eo rgan ize  the   Na t iona l
Youth Counci l ,  se t  the  program pr ior i t ies  for  a t tent ion by Government ,  the  pr ivate  sector  and
civi l  society and establish a t imetable for  act ion on the program.
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 Sports

An  MCAP gove rnmen t  i s  awa re  o f  t he  many  accompl i shmen t s  o f  ou r  you th  i n  t he  f i e l d  o f
Spor ts  and  wi l l  suppor t  spor t ing  programs to  ensure  tha t  our  youth  cont inue  to  develop  the i r
talents to their  fullest  potential .

We  wi l l  encourage  and  fac i l i t a t e  the  e s t ab l i shment  o f  an  umbre l l a  spor t ing  o rgan iza t ion  o r
Sports  Council  to  include representat ives from al l  associat ions and sport ing groups.

We wil l  encourage the holding of  regional  and internat ional  sport ing events  in  Montserrat  as  a
means of  foster ing growth of  the sector,  providing business  opportuni ty for  the pr ivate  sector,
and promoting the highest  levels  of  achievement of  our sportsmen and women.
We wil l  market  Montserrat  as  a  pr ime dest inat ion for  sports  tourism.

Recogni t ion  of  Sport ing  Heroes
We wi l l  seek  to  implement  a  program tha t  would  g ive  recogni t ion  to  our  spor t ing  heroes  in  a
National  Sports  Hal l  of  Fame.

We wil l  award annual ly a  sportsman and sportswoman of  the year.

School  Sports  Program

We wil l  ensure  that  school  chi ldren up to  and including the  Community  Col lege par t ic ipate  in
organised sport ing programs.
We wil l  develop a cadre of  t rained coaches in the different  sport ing discipl ines

We wil l  expand the physical  educat ion and sport ing programs in  the  schools  up to  Community
College level.

Sports  Fac i l i t i e s

We wi l l  improve  and  inc rease  the  number  o f  spor t ing  fac i l i t i e s  tha t  a re  up  to   in te rna t iona l /
regional  s tandards.

We will facilitate the development of all sports facilities by working with all Sports Associations
to facilitate their international affiliations.

 
Vote  For  your  Fu tu re !

Vo te  fo r  Your  Ch i ld ren 's  Fu tu re !
Vo te  MCAP
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Informat ion  and  Communicat ions  Technology  for  Deve lopment

An MCAP government will take steps to accelerate the integration of Information and Communications
Technology (ICTs)  into al l  areas  of  publ ic  and pr ivate  sector  operat ions.

ICT in Education
We wil l  equip computer  laboratories  at  a l l  Primary and Secondary schools  and the Community
College so that  the facil i t ies can be used for teaching Information Technology, providing small
bus iness  management  and,  serv ing  as  bus iness  informat ion  centers  for  fa rmers  and o thers  in
the wider community.

We  w i l l  t r a i n  a l l  t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e  u s e  o f  I C Ts  a n d  s e e k  t o  i n t e g r a t e  I C T i n t o  a l l  a r e a s  o f  t h e
schools curriculum.

ICT in Health
We  w i l l  a c c e l e r a t e  t h e  r o l l o u t  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  P a t i e n t  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  S y s t e m  ( PA S )  t o  t h e
various Heal th Centres .
We will seek to implement additional modules of the PAS to enhance the management information
systems at  the Hospi ta l  and Heal th  Centers .
We  w i l l  a c t i v e l y  e x p l o r e  w a y s  i n  w h i c h  I C Ts  c a n  e n a b l e  r e m o t e  a c c e s s  Te l e - m e d i c i n e  t o
provided improved and affordable medical  services for  the ci t izens of  Montserrat .
We wil l  seek to  document  information on t radi t ional  herbal  and medicinal  plants  and methods
of  preparat ion and use  as  a  resource  for  future  research and development .

ICT in Banking
We wi l l  g ive  concess ions  to  loca l  f inancia l  ins t i tu t ions  for  the  procurement  of  hardware  and
software to  develop their  onl ine banking products  and services .

Telecommunicat ions  Liberal i sat ion
We wil l  focus  our  l ibera l iza t ion  effor ts  on  the  crea t ion of  a  marketplace  tha t  wi l l  fos ter  open
competit ion,  encourage the supply of innovative services and, ensure that  the most competit ive
price is  offered to  the consumer.

Broadband Access
We wil l  take s teps  to  make affordable  high speed Internet  access  to  a l l  c i t izens of  Montserrat .
We  wi l l  s eek  t o  s eek  t o  engage  c r ea t i ve  pub l i c /p r i va t e  pa r tne r sh ip s  t o  ensu re  i s l and -wide
avai labi l i ty  of  broadband Internet  access .

Computer  Loans  and Concess ions
We wi l l  encourage  the  p rov i s ion  o f  a ffo rdab le  f inanc ing  fo r  the  pu rchase  o f  compute r s  fo r
home  use  and  p rov ide  incen t ives  fo r  a  w ide  r ange  o f  p roduc t s  d i r ec t ly  r e l a t ed  to  compu te r
operat ing systems.
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Housing

An MCAP government wil l  take an integrated approach to establishing new communit ies so
that ,  along with the construction of dwell ing houses,  faci l i t ies for  recreation,  education,
business ,  sports  and publ ic  services  wil l  be provided.

We will  uti l ize financial  resources from Social  Security to expand the Revolving Mortgage
Fund.

We wil l  explore the possibi l i ty of  reducing the mortgage interest  rate.

We wil l  encourage and faci l i tate  the purchase of  homes on Government estates by reviewing
and adjust ing the purchase pr ice.

We wil l  seek to re- introduce the mater ial  grant  scheme.

We wil l  seek to give support  to homeowners in Davy Hil l  and Shinlands to retrofi t  homes.

We wi l l  move  a l l  persons  out  o f  she l ters  in  1  year.

Homes  for  the  Elder ly

An MCAP government will  explore the possibil i ty of including in the annual budget,  an amount
for  basic  repairs  to  homes for  the elder ly.

We wil l  expand the housing program to provide al l  elderly homeowners with indoor water
toilet facilities.

Private  Sector-provided Housing

We will  encourage the private sector  to invest  in housing developments.

We wil l  support  a l l  pr ivate  sector  ini t ia t ives to  reduce the costs  of  construct ion.

We wil l  provide f iscal  incentives to private sector  housing developers.

We wil l  seek to subsidize the development of  road networks in new communit ies .

We wil l  s t r ive  to  accelerate  the  approval  process  for  construct ion.

We wil l  grant  tax incentives to land owners with tracts  of  land who make the land available for
home construction.

We wil l  review the policy for  homebuilders to meet  the cost  of  electr if icat ion.
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Heal th

An MCAP government wil l  ensure that  every resident  has access to affordable and effect ive
heal th care.

Heal th  Serv i ce s

We wil l  ensure that  the hospi tal  the hospi tal  is  properly equipped with s tate  of  the ar t
equipment l ike mammogram machine,  dialysis machine,  electro cardiogram and ultrasound
machine and,  the t rained staff  to operate and maintain the equipment.

We  wi l l  s eek  t o  e s t ab l i sh  r e l a t i onsh ips  w i th  r eg iona l  Un ive r s i t i e s  and  Br i t i sh  hosp i t a l s  t o
faci l i tate the transfer  of  pat ients  for  medical  t reatment and to access technology and personnel
as  needed .

We wil l  seek to develop relat ionships with medical  groupings such as “Doctors Without
Borders”,  to further  enhance our medical  heal th services del ivery capabil i t ies .
We wil l  encourage and faci l i ta te  Montserrat ian doctors  l iving overseas to provide
professional  services on mutually sat isfactory terms and condit ions to be negotiated.

We wil l  seek the  resources  needed to  bui ld  and equip  a  pedia t r ic  and pr ivate  ward.

We wil l  ensure that  the hospital  faci l i t ies  and equipment are kept  in good condit ion at  al l
times.

We will  insti tute a comprehensive mental  health program and develop plans for community
heal th care that  l inks pat ient  care to  nutr i t ion,  exercise,  and other  prevent ive measures.

Health  Insurance

We wil l  seek to establ ish a  National  Heal th Insurance Scheme.

We wil l  explore arrangements  to  have Social  Securi ty manage and operate  the National  Heal th
Insurance.
Fees  and  Charges

We will  review al l  hospital  fees and charges.

 Heal th  Profess iona l s

We will  seek to improve the morale of  nurses by providing them with the opportunity for
sabbaticals at  other medical  facil i t ies within the region.

We will  review nursing allowances and benefits .

We wil l  encourage and faci l i tate  joint  ventures with other  heal th professionals  as  part  of  a
strategy to ensure availabil i ty of personnel.
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Energy

An MCAP government wil l  seek to f ind al ternat ive sources of  energy to s teadily reduce the
is land’s  dependence on fossi l  fuel  as  a  source of  power for  electr ici ty.  We wil l  seek to ut i l ise
renewable energy sources  that  reduce the cost  of  l iving to  res idents ,  lower  the operat ing costs
for  businesses  and contr ibute  to  the image of  Montserrat  as  a  c lean and heal thy place to  l ive,
work and visi t .

Alternat ive  Energy  sources

We will  uti l ise wind energy in the short  term to augment our electrici ty services.

We wil l  ut i l ise solar  energy where feasible and offer  incentives to business places that  supply
appliances and l ighting that  uti l ize this source of renewable energy.

We wil l  review the geothermal contractual  arrangements being offered WIP Ltd.  and move
quickly to  explore,  develop and dis t r ibute  power from geothermal  and other  renewable
sources .

Home Consumption

We will  offer f iscal  and financial  incentives that  encourage the use of energy saving appliances
and l ighting for all  homes and businesses.

We wil l  seek to establ ish a  Regulatory Body to oversee the calculat ion of  fuel  surcharge,  the
regulat ion of  rates  and,  monitor  the eff ic iency of  the service provided by the power producer.

We wil l  seek to review the arrangements with Delta  Petroleum as regards the eff icacy of  fuel
procurement  f rom diverse sources .

Agricu l ture

An MCAP government wil l  seek to redevelop and modernise agriculture by integrating
tradit ional ,  appropriate and emerging techniques and technologies.  We wil l  ensure

Food Security

We wil l  seek to sat isfy local  demand and encourage the promotion of  direct  and indirect
import substitution.
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Commercial isat ion of  Agriculture

We will  provide the necessary investment capital and incentive programmes to move agriculture
production away from a primarily subsistence mode, to efficient small scale commercial production
systems.

We wil l  target  specif ic  markets  for  export  of  f resh commodit ies  and value-added products
and thereby enhance the l ivel ihoods of  farmers through increased farm gate incomes.

We wil l  seek to encourage new entrants  into the f ield of  agriculture by establishing several
new programs including:-

Young Farmers Program
Semi Intensive Livestock programs
Inter-school  and Distr ict  Farm Days and Exhibit ions
Farm-to-market  l inks with Hotels  and Restaurants

We wil l  faci l i ta te  the construct ion of  an Abattoir  and Food Processing Plant .

We will  commercialise the Cassava Plant  from farm production to manufacturing.

We wil l  seek to construct  and equip a f isheries faci l i ty while improving safety at  sea measures,
f ish landing methods,  f ish processing and storage.

We wil l  seek to  construct  and maintain al l  weather  mult i -purpose feeder  roads to  ensure
access  to  farms.

We  wi l l  e s t ab l i sh  so i l  and  wa t e r  conse rva t i on  p rog rams  t o  r educe  so i l  e ro s ion  and  su s t a in
water  supply and farm productivi ty.

We will rehabilitate and maintain existing irrigation facilities.

We will seek to improve the plant and animal stock of our agriculture by upgrading our professional
services and in part icular  our veterinary and plant  quarantine services.

We will  recruit  a full  t ime veterinarian and identify training opportunities for additional staff.
We shal l  bui ld  equip and s taff  a  Produce Chemist  Laboratory.

We wil l  address  the problem of  loose l ivestock,  s t ray dogs and feral  pigs .

We are similarly committed to developing links between a renewed agriculture and the production,
preparat ion and use of t radi t ional  herbal  medicines in the local  heal th sector.
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Tourism

An MCAP government will  promote investment in Tourism as a major means of earning
foreign exchange, creating employment and st imulating economic activity in other sectors of
the economy.

Development  of  Tourism Plant

We wil l  take advantage of  this  period of  rebuilding to encourage l inks between new
opportunit ies for  agriculture,  health and tourism through restorat ion of tradit ional  practices
of natural ,  chemical-free farming, creative culinary skil ls  and heritage tourism

We wil l  develop Edu Tourism l inked to the knowledge and expert ise  associated with the
natural  disasters  that  have affected the is land.

We wil l  incorporate  the  MVO Interpret ive Center  with  the  MNT Natural  His tory Center  and
seek to construct  a  Museum to faci l i ta te  the return of  our  nat ional  ar t i facts .

We wil l  promote the Heri tage and Nature Si tes  a t  Li t t le  Bay.

We wil l  provide support  to  ensure the maintenance of  t rai ls ,  roads in ways that  improve
access for the farming community.   Forest  systems will  be maintained in ways that  improve
the supply of  water  for  domest ic  use.
  We will  explore the possibil i ty of developing multi  destination products with nearby islands.

Development  of  Infrastructure

We wil l  seek to expedite  the construct ion of  the Belham Bridge.

We wil l  encourage and faci l i tate  the development of  a  Golf  Course.

We wil l  seek to  develop Port  Li t t le  Bay to  accommodate the reintroduct ion of  Cruise
Industry.

Resident ia l  Tourism

We will  facil i tate and encourage the construction of vil las.
We will  grant fiscal incentives to new villa construction.
We will  al low the write off  the depreciat ion of new vil la  construction over 10 years for  vi l las
buil t  in the next 5 years.

Deve lopment  o f  L i t t l e  Bay

We wil l  encourage and faci l i tate  the construct ion of  a  Resort  Hotel  at  Li t t le  Bay.
We wil l  encourage the construction of town houses,  vi l las and condominiums as well  as  a
mixed used shopping and entertainment facil i ty.



17

We wil l  design and landscape the faci l i ty to incorporate local  plants  and features consistent
with Montserrat’s  nature  brand
Hospital i ty  Training

We will  facil i tate on going training for all  workers in the Hospitali ty Sector including the
training of  Science Tour Guides in  response to the expected demands of  Edu Tourism..

P r o m o t i o n

We will  promote Montserrat  as  a  tourist  dest inat ion with unique niches including Sports ,
Wellness,  and Heri tage Tourism.
We wil l  collaborate with and faci l i tate local  Sports  Associat ions who through their
international  networks could facil i tate the construction of modern sporting facil i t ies for use
by local  and international  teams.

Environment

The vulnerabil i ty of  Montserrat  to natural  disasters requires that  every investment in the
major growth sectors  of  the economy take ful l  account  of  the impact  of  construct ion,  farming
and other  land uses  on the is land’s  natural  resource endowment .

An MCAP government will  apply the principles of sustainable development as outl ined in the
St  Georges  Declarat ion,  the  Barbados Plan of  Act ion and the country’s  Sustainable
Development Plan.

We will  review the efficiency of the exist ing systems for solid and l iquid waste to ensure that
the heal th of  the populat ion is  not  compromised and that  the is land’s  costal  zones are
protected from pollut ion and run-off .

We wil l  under take a  natural  resource  inventory that  wi l l  inform land use  planning and zoning
of the island for economic activi t ies in al l  sectors.

Transportat ion

An MCAP government  wil l  seek to  improve access  to  Montserrat  that  is  more affordable ,
rel iable and frequent.

We wil l  review the WINAIR contractual  arrangements .
We wil l  give special  at tent ion to the re- introduction of  a  scheduled Ferry service that  would
augment air l i f t ,  expand the tourism reach,  increase export  capaci ty and strengthen disaster
response capabi l i ty.

We wil l  seek to  develop and expand the Li t t le  Bay Port  Faci l i t ies  to  accommodate  cruise  and
cargo ship berthing.
We wil l  seek to  es tabl ish  a  breakwater  a t  Por t  Li t t le  Bay to  create  safe  harbour.
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Disaster  Management

An MCAP government  wil l  design a  management  approach that  seeks to  reduce Montserrat’s
vulnerabil i ty to natural  disasters by the development and implementation of  a  Disaster
Management Plan in collaboration with CDERA.
The Plan wil l  encompass the conduct  of  r isk assessments,  the dissemination of information,
the mobilisation of human resources,  the preparation of physical  facil i t ies,  the implementation
of the recovery process and the strengthening the inst i tut ional  capacity of  the Emergency
Opera t ions  Center  to  co-ordinate  these  ef for ts .

Disas ter  Mi t iga t ion

We wil l  seek to establ ish and maintain a  Disaster  Fund that  would al low for  a  rapid response
to natural  disasters .
We wil l  ensure that  the Building Code is  adhered to.

We wil l  take s teps to ensure the applicat ion of  relevant  physical  planning cri ter ia  as  relates  to
permission for locating buil t  facil i t ies in hazard prone areas of the island.

We wil l  seek to encourage the individual  homeowners  and private  businesses to   purchase
insurance coverage that  would faci l i ta te  rapid recovery.

Disas ter  Preparedness

We wil l  seek to  keep the Defence Force Faci l i ty  in  good order,  wel l  s tocked with  emergency
supplies  to provide temporary accommodation for  residents  l iving close to the daytime entry
zone in the north.

We wil l  ensure the provision of  adequate road and ash clearing equipment in s trategic
locations.
We wil l  seek to ensure the availabil i ty of  adequate housing for  the Elderly and the vulnerable.

We will  ensure that  the communications media are fully informed and able to disseminate
information to the public in a t imely manner.

We wil l  seek to procure ash cleaning equipment and vehicles and commit  to providing rapid
ash removal  and immediate and adequate clean up of  ash af ter  major  volcanic act ivi ty.

We wil l  ensure that  the f inancial  resources required to  faci l i ta te  these measures  are  t reated as
a high priori ty by the Government.

Disas t er  Response

We wil l  ensure that  the period of  response to a  natural  disaster  is  t imely and effect ive.  We wil l
give priori ty to children,  the elderly,  the physically challenged and other vulnerable segments
of our populat ion for  purposes of  evacuation and wil l  provide special ly t rained counsellors
among the compliment  of  rescue workers  responding to  a  disaster.
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Investment Pol icy

An MCAP Government is committed to building an economic environment in which free enterprise
can f lourish in ways that  ensure jobs,  income and related benefi ts  to  the people of  the is land.

We will  ensure that the Government will  assume its role as regulator and facili tator of economic
development while ensuring transparency,  fair  play and equali ty of treatment.

We wil l  develop an Investment Code and Criteria that  wil l  guide act ivi ty in this  sector.

Investment Environment :

We wil l  provide a poli t ical ly stable environment where investment is  safe and the legal  regime
guarantees the securi ty  of  personal  property,  pr ivate  investment  asets  and earnings.

We wi l l  c rea te  a  service  environment  tha t  i s  inves tment- f r iendly  by providing prudent  f i sca l
pol icy,  wel l -mainta ined publ ic  infras t ructure ,  eff ic ient  suppor t  services ,   dependable  publ ic
uti l i t ies,  safety and security systems.

Financia l  Serv ices

We will  explore the promotion and development of  a f inancial  services center  with specif ic
rules and regulation to prevent the laundering of criminally derived assets.

We wil l  support  the supervision and promotion of  high s tandards of  conduct  and sound
pract ices  in  the  sector.

We shall  encourage through legislat ive,  regulatory and policy measures,  the development and
marketing of innovative financial services.

O v e r s e a s  I n v e s t o r s

We wil l  a l low work permits  for  key and professional  personnel  of  Overseas  Investors  and
grant  f i t  and proper  owners  of  res idences  valued a t  ECS$500,000 or  more;  annual  renewable
Home Owners  Residency Cards .

We will  ensure that  f ield personnel from each of the Ministries along with suitable equipment
will  be mobilized at  the disposal  of the coordinating office this part icularly relevant to
officials  at  Ports  of  entry.
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External  Re lat ions

An MCAP Government  wil l  seek to re-establ ish Montserrat  as  ful l  and act ive member of  the
OECS and CARICOM and a l l  the i r  organs .

An MCAP Government wil l  continue to seek to ful ly part icipate in CSME, the Caribbean
Court  of  Just ice and other established regional  inst i tut ions

An MCAP Government will  remain engaged with the dialogue involving the Overseas
Dependent  Terr i tor ies  as  we seek to  enhance working relat ions with the UK Government .   On
behalf  of  Montserrat  we will  propose regular sessions involving officials  of  the UK
Government on matters of mutual  interest .

Conclus ion

Montserra t ’s  major  asse ts  are  i t s  peace ,  secur i ty  and natura l  resources .    These  must  be
protected and maintained if  the is land is  to  have a chance at  development.  This  Manifesto
outl ines the direct ion that  wil l  be taken by an MCAP Government to ensure that  in the
management of  these assets  for  the benefi t  of  the present  populat ion,  future generat ions of
Montserrat ians wil l  also have the use of  peace,  s tabil i ty and healthy natural  systems.

We acknowledge that  the  approach to  rebui lding Montserrat  must  be  an integrated one.

We commit to working with the Brit ish government in partnership and with mutual  respect  to
modernise our Const i tut ion and inst i tut ions as  we chart  a  path to self-determination.

We accept and anticipate that  the Brit ish Government wil l  continue to have a significant  role in
the development of  the infrastructure of  the country.

We unders tand that  the  development  of  the  economy must  be  pr ivate  sector  led and are
convinced that  the  natural  disas ters  of  the  past  17 years  have opened new development
options for  Montserrat  that  must  inform and guide the strategy for  development that  is
sustainable.

An MCAP Government  is  committed to the development  of  the private sector  by the pursui t  of
transparent and equitable policies that  will  create an open and invit ing environment that  will
facil i tate the expansion and growth of investment that  is  consistent  with the island’s chosen
path.
An MCAP government is  committed to open government and the part icipat ion of  the peoples
of  Montserra t  in  whose name we govern and to  whom we report .
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